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the Committee of Ministers, nor the Government knew any-
thing about the matter.
On January 8th, T was told by the Minister of Justice
that in the evening there would be a conference at Prince
Mirski's for the purpose of deciding what to do with the
workmen who intended the next day to march to the Palace
Square and present a petition to His Majesty.   The Min-
ister assured me that I would be invited to the conference
because of my familiarity with the labour problem, but, as
a matter of fact, owing to the opposition of the Minister
of Finances, I was not invited to the conference.   In the
evening a deputation of public-spirited citizens came to see
me,   I received the committee and recognized among the
delegates the academician Shakhmatov, the author Arsen-
yev, and also Maxim Gorki.   The spokesman of the delega-
tion begged me to see to it that the Emperor should appear
before the workmen and receive their petition.   Otherwise,,
they said, a great disaster was inevitable.   I refused to do
anything, for the reason that T had no knowledge whatever
of the matter and that it was not within my province. The
men left, indignant at the fact that at such a critical time
I stood on formalities.   As soon as they were gone I in-
formed Prince Mirski over the telephone about the delega-
tion.   The next morning, from my balcony, I could see a
large crowd moving along the Kamennoostrovski Prospect
There were among it many intellectuals, women, and chil-
dren.   Before ten minutes were over shots resounded in the
direction of the Troitzky Bridge.   One bullet whizzed past
me, another one killed the porter of the Alexander Lyceum.
The next thing I saw was a number of wounded being
carried away from the scene in cabs, and then a crowd run-
ning in disorder with crying women here and there.   I
learned  afterwards that  it was  decided  at the above-
mentioned conference not to allow the marchers to reach
the Square, but apparently instructions were not issued in